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AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY 

DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS 

TEXAS BLUEBONNET GIRLS STATE 

The 2027 session of ALA Texas Bluebonnet Girls State will be held at

Texas Lutheran University in Seguin, Texas. 

Dates: Sunday, June 13, 2027 through Saturday, June 19, 2027 

GS information will be distributed to ALA Units and Schools in late

Fall, 2026. Please read the information carefully as some of the rules

and dates have changed. Please be sure that the information gets to

the GS Contact as quickly as possible. 

It is not too early to contact schools about the possibility of sending

young ladies to this outstanding program. Also, get your funding in

order so that you will be able to reserve spots as early as February

2027. 
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AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY 
DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS 

POPPY PROGRAM 

The American Legion Poppy Program supports our mission of service to  veterans and military 
families. We encourage you to visit our national website at alaforveterans.org for many resources on 
the Poppy history. usage. guidelines. resources. and activities. Download the ALA Poppy Guide from 
the national website at 
https://www.legion-aux.org/cmsdesk/ALA/media/PDF/Guides/ALA PoppyGuide.pdf 

This year the Department Poppy Committee has a few exciting things planned to promote awareness 
of the Poppy Story and to  serve those who have served us. 

POPPY POSTER CONTEST - Guidelines will be in the forthcoming Program Engagement Plan posted 
on the ALA website. Units may submit posters based on several grade/age classes (delivered to Dept 
Convention for judging) and we encourage each Unit t o  have a special judging of their own, offering a 
'prize' to  the winners. Winners at the Dept level will receive a gift card and certificate. 

LITTLE MISS POPPY CONTEST - Guidelines for this will also be in the forthcoming Program 
Engagement Plan on the ALA website. Each Unit is encouraged to nominate a "Little Miss Poppy" in 
their community who promotes the Poppy program. Submissions will require pictures and a 
nomination form detailing her activities. The winner wilt be determined by the Poppy Committee and, 
if able to attend, presented to the convention in July. 

FUND RAISING EFFORTS -We will be selling Poppy t-shirts this year. The order form is attached here 
and wilt be on the website soon. There are 14 designs and 4 colors to pick from. Please pre-order with 
the attached form and you can pick your shirt(s) up at Fall DEC in Austin or have them shipped for a 
small fee. Look for an AMAZING Poppy basket for raffle at MidWinter!!! 

WAYS TO PROMOTE THE POPPY PROGRAM IN YOUR UNIT AND COMMUNITY: 
- National Poppy Day is May 28, 2027. Hold a special event at your Post and invite the

community t o  learn about the Poppy and raise funds to  support our program.
- Contact local businesses to arrange a Poppy Table and hand out poppies to customers and

visitors. Remember to put out a Poppy Can tor donations.
- Display the Flanders Field poster in your Post and have a special time in a meeting to  share the

history of the poem.
- Check out the national website at alaforveterans.org for more resources

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK at "ALA Poppy Program in Texas" and share your AWESOME Poppy activities, 
ideas, pictures and stories. We look forward to  a great year as we CHEER EACH 
OTHER ON in service to  our veterans! 

Shay Kuehner (Chair), Division 1, shayl956_@sbcglobal.net 817-300-2043 
Brandi Wray, Division 2, brandiwJay2Q2 @_gmail.com 
Terisa Garcia, Division 3 t.gar_cia-4_3J_3@.y_(;lbQO,c_om 
Sabrina Melton, Division 4, sgmelton78@.gmail.com 



POPPY COMMITTEE T-SHIRT SALES ORDER FORM 

Please fill out in its entirety and scan or text to Brandi Ware at.!:>randiwray2023@gmail.com or 
682-459-9026. Shirts are Gildan unisex sizes, $30 each. Shipping cost $9 per increments of 5 (1-
5 $9, 6-10 $18, etc). Choose from designs on attached page. PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY! 

NAME: UNIT#: 

ADDRESS: CITY &ZIP: 

EMAIL: PHONE: 

CHECK ONE: 
_ _  SHIP TO ADDRESS SHOWN _ _  PICKUP AT DEC/ MIDWINTER/ CONVENTION 
**Shipping cost $9 per increments of S (1-S $9, 6-1 O $18, etc) 

ENTER NUMBER OF SHIRTS ORDERED PER DESIGN, COLOR, AND SIZE 
(designs shown on attached form/ color choices - REDr WHITE, GREV, BLACK): 

DESIGN# COLOR SMALL MEDIUM LARGE X-LARGE 2XL 3XL 

TOTAL NUMBER O F  SHIRTS: _ _  X $30 EACH= $ _ _ _ _  + $ _ _  SHIPP ING (if

applicable)= TOTAL AMOUNT DUE OR ENCLOSED: $ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ 

PAYMENT METHOD: 
_ _  CASH (pick up only) _ _  VENMO _ _  INVOICE (sent via Square) 
_ _  CHECK (payable to Brandi Wray) 
**If shipping, all orders must be paid prior to shipping and include shipping charge $9 per 
increments of five. Pick-ups may pay in advance or at time of pick-up. 

FOR POPPY COMMITTEE USE: 
Date Received: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ Date Shipped: _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ 
Picked Up: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ 



PLEASE REVIEW CAREFULLY; CHOSE DESIRED DESIGN BY THE 
NUMBER NOTED ABOVE THE DESIGN AND INDICATE IN THE 
CORRECT COLUMN ON ORDERE FORM 

DESIGN#1 DESIGN#2 DESIGN#3 

DESIGN#6 DESIGN#7 DESIGN#B 

DESIGN#11 DESIGN#12 DESIGN#13 

DESIGN#4 

DESIGN#9 

DESIGN#14 

DESIGN#5 
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DESIGN#10 



In the spirit of service, not self, the purpose of the VA & R Committee is to promote programs, events 
and services that assist and enhance the lives of veterans, their families, their caregivers and their 
survivors, ensuring the best quality of life possible and the continuing honor of their memory.  

Key Program Statements: 

 Support the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival 

 Educate, encourage and enroll ALA members to volunteer at VA health care facilities. 

 Recognize, encourage and support the current Texas Deps and Reps. 

 Collaborate with organizations that support veterans and their families, such as Wreaths 
Across America, Honor Flight Inc., and the Military and Veteran Caregiver Network. 

 Look in your community for opportunities to support veterans, their caregivers, their families, 
and their survivors. 

 Support The American Legion’s Be the One mission. 

There are a number of resources listed on the Program Engagement Plan 
to help your unit engage in the VA&R program. 

2026-2027 Head Cheerleaders 
Division 1 Lynda Sutton 817-296-2458 Lyndasutton72yahoo.com
Division 2 Licia Kim 979-676-2227 Liciakim.alatexas@gmail.com
Division 3 Rosie Cherry 210-287-5841 rronrosie@aol.com 
Division 4 Myra Cooper 917-549-3594 Myracooper11@yahoo.com 

American Legion Auxiliary 
Department of Texas 

VA&R Committee 
2026-2027 

How	does	your	unit	support	our	veterans?	Do	you	have	a	special	
event	that	you	would	like	to	promote?		

Is	your	unit	hosting	an	event	to	commemorate	POW/MIA	Day,	Sep	18th?	

Share	with	us,	like	us	and	follow	us	at https://www.facebook.com/ALAVARTX/ 

In the coming months a lot of activities are planned and we would love for you 
to join us. By following us on Facebook you can keep up to date.   

mailto:rronrosie@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/ALAVARTX/
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	As we get ready to get to work for the 2026-2027 administrative year, we know that governing documents will help us along the way. To be “A Beacon For Veterans” we will need to use our Constitution and Bylaws to ensure we are working as a team with a goal in mind.
	Constitution Day is Thursday September 17, 2026. This day celebrates the day in 1787 when delegates to the Constitutional Convention signed the United States Constitution in Philadelphia. July 4th marks our independence, but September 17th marks the official creation of the federal government and its structure.  The Constitution still guides our country to this day. Like our Great Nation, our organization has grown and changed over the years requiring amendments to our governing documents.
	While Constitution Day is celebrated on September 17th you can encourage your Departments and Units to review and learn their Constitution and Bylaws in fun ways throughout the year. Games like jeopardy, bingo, puzzles, and trivia are fun ways to get members involved with Constitution and Bylaws. To get your Junior Members involved you could challenge them to memorize the preamble and give them a prize when they are able to recite it.
	The Constitution and Bylaws Committee is always here to help and answer your questions.
	Editor/Author for this issue is Leslie Ginther
	www.alaforveterans.org
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