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AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY

Deparidment of Texas

| As we begin another exciting administrative year, I am reminded of the incredible
strength, dedication, and enthusiasm that exists within our American Legion Auxiliary family.

This year, we are “Cheering for Our Veterans and Keeping the Spirit Alive!” Every member

- has an important role to play as we continue our mission of supporting our veterans, their

families, and our communities.

Our year ahead is filled with opportunities to learn, connect, serve, and have a little fun
along the way! Whether you are a longtime member or new to the Auxiliary, | encourage you g
to get involved, share your talents, and cheer one another on. Together, we can keep the spirit 2
of service alive!

—

FALL DEC — A NEW YEAR & A NEW S:Wwa
l [

LET'S GET READY TO CHEER! ALAMIS AND ELIGIBILITY 7ives w
Fall DEC is just around the corner, and we are looking s . Hm’d&

e = The new administrative vear also brings changes and
forward to bringing our Department leadership and opportunities with ALAIU};IS and eligibiﬁ:y As '.-?e transition 0[.!"
members together. DEC is a wonderful opportunity to into the new system, please take the time to become
receive important updates, conduct the business of our familiar with the updates and make sure your unit information \
Department, learn about our programs, and prepare and membership records are kept current. Department is
for the months ahead. aware that updates still need to be made to our website

. s regarding these changes. Please bear with us as we navigate
Come ready to participate, learn, and encourage this process along with you.
one another. And, of course, don't forget your Change can sometimes feel overwhelming, but remember —
cheerleader spirit! Let's fill Fall DEC with enthusiasm we are a i:enmi We 1.;'1']! learn together, ask -:'!uestiﬂ-ns. and help
1 [ P one another along the way. Keeping our information accurate

as we work together for our veterans! and up to date hEFps our Departrg:lengt and our units serve our

members and veterans more effectively.

I ,},?'L,ZJWAWWJV SOARE | Loaw * Suppot * Keop Mg Forrd! ] |
ZOOM MEETINGS & TRAINING | [ @ KEEPING THE SPIRIT ALIVE

FDR ALL HEMBERS Our veterans have given us so much. The work we do through
the American Legion Auxiliary is one way we can honor their

service and sacrifice. Every volunteer hour, every program

completed, every veteran served, and every member encouraged

One of our goals this year is to make training and information

accessible to every member. Throughout the year, we will be makes a difference.
offering Zoom meetings and training opportunities covering This year, let's celebrate what we can accomplish together.
a variety of topics. W Let’s cheer for our veterans.
These sessions are not just for Department or District ¥ Let's cheer for our members.
leaders — they are for ALL members! W Let's cheer for our units.
If you have ever wondered how something works, wanted ¥ Let's cheer for one another.
to learn more about an Auxiliary program, needed help with ¥ Most importantly, let's keep the spirit of service alive!
ALAMIS, or simply wanted to understand more about the I am excited about the year ahead and grateful for each of you who
organization you belong to, | encourage you to join us. continues to give your time, talents, and heart to the American Legion

: : Auxiliary. | look forward to seeing you at Fall DEC, jeining you in our
Watch for announcements with dates, times, and Zoom Zoom trainings, and celebrating the accomplishments of our

information. Grab your favorite beverage, turn on your Department throughout the year.

computer or phone, and join us as we learn together! ’ A
| Lets make some noise, Jexas! L 4

| Lewn * Share * Grow * Togelher |

With Auxiliary Pride, e

3 gh E Department President

American Legion Auxiliary
HONOR % SUPPORT % SERVE % TOGETHER

Department of Texas




AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY

X Department of Texas **

A" 8"ETT)| UNITS K DISTRICTS s DEPARTMENT EVENTS

. Wo Would Love to Be Thete! ] IT'S EASY TO REQUEST A VISIT!

: Complete the
Our Department President would love Depa?'tment President
to attend your Unit, District, and Visit Request Form.
Department events!

Attending your events is a wonderful

Provide your event details
(date, time, location, and a

opportunity to meet our members, brief description)
celebrate your accomplishments, share Siibrtiibtha Bt

in your special moments, and continue

working together for our veterans, Our Department President
their families, and our communities. will be in touch!

.

OR VISIT: bit.ly/4cQ07cV )1l

Thank you fo all you do! (] BN

| =
"

HONOR SUPPORT SERVE TOGETHER



It's

an exciting we

to grab your pom-poms, put on your spirit gear, and get read
B iting weekend! We're bringing TEAM SPIRIT, PATRIOTIC PRIBE "
FRIENDSHIP, AND A LITTLE FRIENDLY COMPET ITIOH to Fall DEC!

Whether you're cheening from the sidelines or j the competition,
e & mmﬁbe plenty of oppontunities to SHOW YOUR SPIRIT! — — —=
e — = —

RED SHIRT
FRIDAY

“Sttmd'
* Your

& Show
upport! g

Kick off
the weekend
by showing
your support
for our
veterans!

Wear your RED SHIRT!

“ Show your support
Stand proud for those
who served

v Let's fill the room with RED
and show everyone what
happens when our team
comes together!

**TEAM

S

JL_

BELOUD * BEPROUD

FALL DEC
PEP RALLY &
TAILGATE PARTY

g ini.
wﬂwsﬂﬂw ngtﬁwpude

« Show Your Palristic Pride! «

Dress to show your patriotic prlde'

% Red, white & blue outfit

+ Patriotic shirt or accessories
+# Patriotic costume

W Stars & stripes

+ Anything that screams

AMERICAN PRIDE! i f lﬂﬂt ymb" *
X o * ; M, fmm
' CHEE /
comEETITION IS ON!

Think your Unit, District, Division or
Committee has what it takes to be the
loudest, most spirited team?

Then it's time to CHEER!

! X
Pix Xk | B

WIN A BRAGGING GET YOUR NAME
PRIZE! RIGHTS! ON THE PLAQUE!

The winning team's name will be added to a special
plague that will be saved as a lasting memento

of our Fall DEC cheer competitions.

Fall DEC is only the beginning!

The competition will continue at:
Fall DEC * Midwinter * Department Convention

Whe will take home
the first win?

Will it be a Unit? A District?
“A Division? Or a Committee?

* BRING YOUR BEST CHEERr *

* Let’s Get This Fall DEC Weekmd .S’tartedf

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY .
Wear RED!  SRa$E Go Patristic & Cheer! SRaK  Bring on the Derby Hats! .c"«‘

SHOW YOUR SPIRIT “ CHEER FOR YOUR TEAM!

])ERBY
DAY@

Sunday is time to trade your
pom-poms for hats and fascinators!

DERBY DAY HAS ARRIVED/

Grab your favorite:
% Big Derby Hat
W Fabulous Fascinator
% Floral Headpiece
# Fun & Fancy Hat

Come ready to have a little fun
and show off your Derby Day style!

And nemember
 the bigge ;”“g"w‘! 5

"-
e

1,
VNN




WHEN: WHERE: TIME: CHEERING ON OUR
MARCH 6, | AMERCANLEGiON | & pp — | VETERANS

2077 !:JTUHSEI.]I.W%?.T?( 11 PM AND KEEPING THE




ige.

Scammers are targeting members by
CQ Unpgoe impersonating Department President
Hi. this is Candy Zavala, District Presidents,
Z;ii'ie'{'ﬁﬂ? and District Commanders.

favor. Can you
help me?

THEY MAY ASK YOU T0O:

e Purchase gift cards
Send money
Click on links —$
Provide personal information = |

Can you purchase
gift cards for me
and send !TIE

— PLEASE REMEMBER:

= O %

We will NEVER ask Be cautious of Always verify Do not click on Your vigilance
you to purchase unexpected unusual requests unfamiliar links helps protect
gift cards or send messages, even by calling the or open our entire
money via text if thE}f dappear lndlvldual dil’EEﬂ}" unEKpECtEd American Leginn
or email. to be from using a phone sk b ane Family!

someone you number you
know. already have.

@eﬁé’&; (et s prestect sul missisn,
EACH OTHER, AND OUR VETERANS.

Foy Ged and Country
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY  DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS



2026 — 2027 AMERICANISM
DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS

Serving: BULLETIN #1

1% Division Chrmn: Marty Peters marty54@sbcglobal.net  817-475-2885
2" Division: Phil Gonzales pdgonzales7@gmail.com 817-879-4236
3" Division: Marla Ebner marlaebner@yahoo.com 361-798-8704
4™ Division Linda Dorsett Im.dorsett@yahoo.com  432-425-4705

Facebook page: ALA Americanism in Texas

PURPOSE: The purpose of the Americanism program is to promote patriotism and
responsible citizenship. Standing Rule #6, Core National Standing Committees

FACEBOOK
Have you “liked and followed” our facebook page? We are sharing
almost daily Americanism facts, history, activities, and ideas. Please
join us and share us with your unit members.

HURRAY — We have our 2026-2027 theme!!!

“How can you be a beacon of light for our veterans?”

Personally | fear the children may have a little trouble grasping how to write on
this topic so | have received some “Al” ideas for each grade level that | am
attaching to this bulletin with the author’s permission if you wish to use it.

AMERICANISM includes “Get out the VOTE”!!

Show us on the facebook page what your unit has already done in the
Americanism program so far this year!!!

Our committee is looking forward to sharing FUN, time and information with you at DEC.
Safe travels!

~Marty, Phil, Marla and Linda


mailto:marty54@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pdgonzales7@gmail.com
mailto:marlaebner@yahoo.com
mailto:lm.dorsett@yahoo.com

AMERICANISM ESSAY CONTEST

Understanding This Year's Essay Theme
Grades 3—4

“How can you be a beacon of light for our veterans?”
KEEPING IT SIMPLE

What does the question mean?

A beacon is a light that helps guide people. A lighthouse is one example. Being a “beacon of light” for a veteran
means doing something that brings kindness, appreciation, encouragement, or friendship to a veteran.

Think about it

* Who is a veteran?

* Why should we thank and remember veterans?

* What is one thing YOU could do to make a veteran feel special or appreciated?
* How could a small act of kindness make a difference?

You could write about...

Writing a thank-you note - Visiting or talking with a veteran ¢ Listening to a veteran’s story * Helping a veteran -
Taking part in Veterans Day activities « Learning about veterans * Showing respect for our country

Sentence starters

“To me, being a beacon of light means...”
“One way | can be a light for a veteran is...”
“I think this is important because...”

“l would want a veteran to know...”

Remember: There is no single right answer. Think about what being a light for a veteran means to YOU.



AMERICANISM ESSAY CONTEST

Understanding This Year's Essay Theme
Grades 5-6

“How can you be a beacon of light for our veterans?”
UNDERSTANDING THE IDEA

What does “beacon of light” mean?

A beacon is a light that helps people find their way. In this essay, it is a way of describing how your actions can help
a veteran feel appreciated, remembered, encouraged, or supported.

Think about it

* What have veterans done for our country?

» What sacrifices might they or their families have made?

» What can a young person do to show genuine appreciation?
» Why can small acts of kindness matter?

Possible directions

You might write about something you have done, something you would like to do, or an idea that schools and
communities could use to support veterans.

Sentence starters

“When | hear the words ‘beacon of light,’ | think of...”
“Veterans deserve our appreciation because...”

“l can be a beacon of light by...”

“This would make a difference because...”

Remember: There is no single right answer. Think about what being a light for a veteran means to YOU.



AMERICANISM ESSAY CONTEST

Understanding This Year's Essay Theme
Grades 7-8

“How can you be a beacon of light for our veterans?”
FROM KINDNESS TO ACTION

Look beyond the words
A beacon does more than shine. It can guide, encourage, reassure, and give hope. Think about how your actions
could make a real difference in the life of a veteran.

Think about it

* What does a veteran give up or sacrifice through military service?

» What might a veteran need from a community after serving?

» What can students do—not just say—to show appreciation?

* How could your school, family, or community be a light for veterans?

Build your own idea
Choose one or more actions that matter to you. Explain WHY they would help. A strong essay can include a
personal experience, an example, or a specific idea for making a difference.

Sentence starters

“Being a beacon of light for our veterans means more than simply saying ‘thank you’ because...”
“One way young people can make a difference is...”

“This matters to veterans because...”

“If more people did this, | believe...”

Remember: There is no single right answer. Think about what being a light for a veteran means to YOU.



AMERICANISM ESSAY CONTEST

Understanding This Year's Essay Theme
Grades 9-10

“How can you be a beacon of light for our veterans?”
THINKING ABOUT SERVICE AND RESPONSIBILITY

Look deeper
The phrase “beacon of light” can represent gratitude, hope, encouragement, respect, and support. Consider what
responsibility individuals and communities have toward those who have served.

Questions to consider

» What sacrifices do veterans make for others?

» What challenges can veterans face after military service?

» What does meaningful appreciation look like?

* How can young people support veterans in practical ways?
» What could schools and communities do better?

Develop your argument
Choose an idea you believe would make a meaningful difference. Explain your reasoning, give examples, and
consider the effect your actions could have on veterans and on the people around you.

Sentence starters

“To me, being a beacon of light for veterans means...”
“Our responsibility to veterans should include...”

“One meaningful way | can help is...”

“The impact of this action could be...”

Remember: There is no single right answer. Think about what being a light for a veteran means to YOU.



AMERICANISM ESSAY CONTEST

Understanding This Year's Essay Theme
Grades 11-12

“How can you be a beacon of light for our veterans?”
FROM GRATITUDE TO PURPOSE

Consider the bigger picture
A beacon of light can symbolize guidance, hope, recognition, and a reminder that someone is not forgotten.
Consider what it means for a generation that has not served in the military to honor and support those who have.

Questions to consider

» What do veterans' sacrifices make possible for others?

» What responsibilities do citizens have toward veterans?

» What does genuine support look like beyond ceremonies and words?
» How can young people influence their schools and communities?

» What specific action could you take, and why would it matter?

Make your essay your own
You do not need to choose the biggest or most impressive idea. Choose something you believe in and explain it
thoughtfully. Use examples, personal observations, or experiences to show why your idea would make a difference.

Possible openings

“A beacon of light is not simply a source of brightness; it is a source of...”
“When a nation asks its citizens to serve, it also creates a responsibility to...”
“I believe the most meaningful way | can be a beacon of light for veterans is...”
“Being a beacon of light requires more than gratitude because...”

Remember: There is no single right answer. Think about what being a light for a veteran means to YOU.
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v Department of Texas
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As we honor survivors, remember loved ones, and support those currently fighting,
the American Legion Auxiliary Department of Texas calls upon all Units and members
to make a powerful, life-saving impact.

- Thuough our “Chee fov a Cure” indtialive, we unite owr veices

and resowrces to fund critical breakthroughs.

100% of your designated donations are combined to award vital research grants

directly to medical pioneers at MD Anderson Cancer Center, transforming

cutting-edge scientific discovery into real cures. W
WHY YOUR CONTRIBUTION MATTERS b Caﬂ/
Every single dollar raised stays right here in Texas, directly funding a}w w
research fellowships and grants at MD Anderson. Your generosity M
provides scientists with the resources needed to pioneer new W
treatments, discover early detection methods, and ultimately @
eradicate cancer. W

v HOW YOU CAN DONATE TODAY =/

1. Donate Online: 2. Donate by Mail:
Visit the official portal at Make checks payable to:
https://alatexas.org/products-supplies/ ALA Department of Texas
make-a-donation/ *Write “Cancer Research Program’
Select the option to donate by Check or or “Cheer for a Cure” in the memo line.*
| Credit Card, and explicitly note ’ . : l/
X = Mail your contribution directly to:
\ | ‘Cancer Re:l;e;rch / Cheer for a f:ure ALA Department of Texas
in the description or comments field PO Box 1629
to ensure your funds are correctly routed.

4
Little Elm, TX 75068-1629 (g m
WW ewice, Vot Selt, ' ﬂ‘w the

v o ];& let us join togé‘}gr to find{ZJrefS’e? * W%M’R@M

v
o ESEARCH o

HOPE & STRONGER TOMOR




Hola Texas!

It’s a new administrative year and we are up and running. As you know, we had a lot of
changes to our Department governing documents in July and the updated Constitutional
and Bylaws are on the website along with your C& B Program Engagement Plans. (PEP)

Something you want to take a very good look at and include in your unit governing
documents, is the section on member discipline. We've outlined some very specific
guidelines you will need to follow. Also, we just got back from National and there are going
to be some very BIG changes coming so stay tuned. We’ll get those changes out to you
when we get them from National and just like last year, we’ll send you a NEW and
IMPROVED cheat sheet.

In other news, September 17" is National Constitution Day and once again we are asking
you to take a picture of yourself or your unit as a group, reviewing your C&Bs and either
send it to the C&B chair Teresa or tag her on the photo on Facebook and you will go into a
drawing for a $25.00 gift card to be picked at DEC. BTW, several pictures from last year
made it to the big screen at National. Kudos Texas!

Speaking of Dec the C&B committee will be there and hope to see you all on Saturday for
another fun event. Don’t forget to wear your red, white and blue!

Lastly, for those of you that sent in your C&B last year for review, your certificates will be at
DEC. Let's have another awesome year!

American Legion Auxiliary
Department of Texas

Constitution and Bylaws Committee
Ronica Hutson, Division 1

ronicahutson@hotmail.com

Mary Sanchez, Division 2

A ¢

<

mcatsanchez@yahoo.com \ = P
9 /-’. 4

vision 3 Gt L oo |
Teresa Copeland, Division 3 Chair ™ BN *} ["‘m\mnﬂm % I' 0

. . - . '*« BYLAWS * =
Tscunit37@gmail.com = £y * STANDING RULES *&

DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS

7 * AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY *J] "

w——-—————zwm - %
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MEET THE COMMITTEE
The ALA National Constitution and Bylaws
Wi

Committee is 'r“eadlj to get to work! We are
here to help you with gquestions and even
with a dilemma or pickle. We are lookin
forward to working with you. Be on the loo
out for Newsletters, \WWebinars, and Meet'mgs
as the year progresses. Each National
Commitee MemEer" will support a Divison as
indicated.

COMMITTEEE MEMBERS

Anita Biggs - Committee Chair/ Southern Division
acjbiggs@aol.com [ 323-547-3729

Leslie Ginther - Committee Vice Chair/ Western Division

lamosess2003@yahoo.com [/ 334-717-4797

DeDe Theal - Committee Member/ Central Division
dedetheal.aux109 wa@gmail.com / 360-286-6896

Virginia Chaput - Committee Member/ Northwestern Division

ginandco@yahoo.com / 207-406-0830

Marty Peters - Committee Member/ Eastern Division

marty54@sbcglobal.net / 817-475-2885

CEGIoN

Ll
(7] www.alaforveterans.org
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SEPTEMBER 2026

ANITA BIGGS
Committee Chair
Southern Division

LESLIE GINTHER
Committee Vice Chair
Western Division

==AMERICAN

LEGION VOLUME 1
AUXILIARY

I am a 34-year honorary lifetime member of Jackie Robinson Unit 252 located in Los
Angeles; CA. T was elected and served as Department President during 2013-2014. My
pat did mot take a e—def'med direction. Hav'mg reached the natiorna? leader“ship of the
organization in 2005 as Unit Development & Revitalization National Chairman, I went on

to chair the National Membership Committee and NEC (2014-2015), served as Western
Division Chairman for Veterans Aﬂai’rs & Rehabilitation (2016-2017), ALA Girls Nation
(2011-2012) and (2018-2019), Americanism (2019-2021), Auxiliary Emergency Fund
(2021-2022), Leadership (2022-2023), Public Relations (202 —2024% ational
Community Service Chan- (2024-2025) and National Junior Activities Chair(2025-
2026; as well as serving on the National Committees of Legislative, Member"ship and
UD&R, a 5 year commitment from (2014-2019) on the Centennial Strategic Planning
Committee as a Goal 1 Champlorn for Enha’nc'mg Membership Str"ength and member o]c the

Future Focus Committee. I am a prr“oud Tecipient o]c the Sons of The American Legion Post
13 Hall of Fame Award, 'r“ecognized ]co'r my involvement with The American Legion Ea’milg.

I have served as 23 District President (2005-2006), Jackie Robinson Unit 252 President
(2000-2001) and most oﬁices and chairmanships on all levels. Be'mg ext'r“emelg active in
my Auxilia’rvg Unit, District and Depa’rtment, with leader"ship positions on all levels;
currently serving as Unit Treasurer; Unit, District and Department Parliamentarian and
Depcnvt'ment Convention Commission Chairman. I continue to be a prr“oud member and
current Capta'm of the National American Legion Millta'rvy Open Class award winner,

Jackie Robinson Unit 252 Color Guard.

I am eligible for the American Legion Auxilia’r"l:J th’r“ough the service o my late ]cather",

William "Chief” Johmson, who retired after“ 30 years in the United States avy and activel

served The American Legiorn. I made a commitment to my father“ to continue his legacg an
ive back bg help'mg veterans as my volunteer priority.

?a’m married to Lonnie, together" we have three adu?t children, Chiara, Lonnie and Dillon;

all are members of The American Legiom ;a'milg and seven gfrcmdchild’ren.

ITam 'r“etl'r“edafter work'mg in the ba’nk'mg mortgage 'mdust'rg _fo*r“ over 40 years.

Mg ellgibilitg to be a member of the ALA is th'r“ough my two 'r“a'ndfathers, who served:
Charles Moses, who served in the Air Force du’r"'mg WWI?, and Curtis Cronin, who served
in the NO.VH and Air Force during the Vietnam Era. Raised around the American Legiom, my

'r“a'nd_father“ instilled in me that 'Ligou didn't serve in the militaru, you should serve bg giving
Eack to those who did. Members ip in the ALA is sameth'mg I oPd dear to my heart. I am
married to my wonderful husband, Josh Ginther, who is active in the S.A.L. and my biggest
supporter. I have worked in insurance fo'r“ 'nea'r“ll:J 15 years, havin 'r“ecentlg transitioned
fro*m per“so'nal lines insurance to MLm'Lc'Lpal insurance fo*r“ the State of Alabama.

I have served in several positions on the Unit, District, and Department levels, and I am
excited to help our organization in any way I can. With the ability to have more
communication and collaboration than ever beWe, our organization has the opportunity to
row and expcmd how we serve our veterans. With these new opportunities, our governing
ocuments become ver important. U'nder“sta'nd'mg our structure and oper“atioms enables
members to navigate tELe various ways we serve our veterans and their fa’milies more

eﬁectivelg.

www.alaforveterans.org
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DeDe Theal has been an active and enthusiastic member of the ALA since 2015, eligible
through her father who served in the US Navy.

DeDe has held positions as Unit and District President, Department President, and
Alternate NEC for the Department of Washington. She has served as Western Division
Chair for five National Committees, and is excited to serve on the Constitution and

Bglaws Committee for 2026-27.

DEDE THEAL

Committee Member
Central Division

V'L'r“g imia "G'mng" Chaput is a pr“oud mnative of Maine, A devoted Mother and
Grandmother, and a ch time leader in service to Veterans, Military Families, and
her Community. As the oldest of six children, Ginmy was raised in a fa’milg shaped
by military service. Her Father was a 20-year Navy Veteran, and her Grandfather
served in the Army. Both left a lasting legacy of Patriotism, Commitment, an
Respect Eior those who serve. Growing up in a Navy family, Ginny experienced life
across the United States as her o.mi? j}c))llowed her father’s assignments. Those
early experiences helped shape her appreciation for family, resilience, adaptability,
and sacrifices made by service members and their loves ones.

Gimny has been an active member of the American Legion Auxiliary Smith-Tobe
Unit 21 in Bath, Maine _fo*r“ 34 years. Her dedication to the auxilia’rg has 'mcludeg
service at the Unit, Department, Division, and National Levels. She recently served
as the Department Constitution & Bg—laws committee woman dfo*r“ 2 years. he also
completed two years as Eastern Division Leadership Chair and now is proud to serve
as a National éjonstltutio'n and By-laws committee member and the Chair of the
Department’s Leadership Committee.

VIRGINIA CHAPUT

Committee Member
Northwestern Division

One of Ginny's most meaningful contributions was co-dfounding “Gifts of Gratitude,”
a troop care packaoqe program created with an active-dut legio'rmai'r“e. he chaired
the program for 10 years before helping transition it to the Department, where it
became part of the national security program. The program was passed on with a
strong foundation and a generous starting bank, ensuring its mission of support
could continue.

Ginny was honored to serve as the Department of Maine's 100t president. By

coincidence, she remained in the role ]th)'r“ the onl two-year p‘r“esidential term,

serving during the Covid-19 pandemic. During that time, she became known as the

“Pandemic President,” while the Commander was known as the “Covid Commander.”

Despite the challenges and tragedy of those years, Ginny worked alongside the

kjgicm family to continue serving g/eter"a’ns, their families, and communities across
aine.

www.alaforveterans.org
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MARTY PETERS
Committee Member
Eastern Division

ALEX GOREE
National Liaison
agoree@legions-aux.org
317-569-4503

e
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I am a continuous member of American Legion Auxiliary Unit 50 in Cleburne, Texas
since 1993, (33 gea’r“s) quall ying through the service of’m deceased husband in the
U.S. Air Force. Every year since 2000, I have held an o{flce at some level and have
enjoged the challenges and adventures as I strived to share enthusiasm with our
membenrs.

We know that all the “real” work happens at the Unit level and I enjog the hands-on
wo*r“k'mg with our members and with other organizations as we organize and
fa'r‘ticlpate n citg—wide events recognlzln\%/owr“ militarg, veterans and patriotic events.

cu’r‘r“entlg serve the unit as Treasurer. e have special activities each year 'mclud'mg
our annual Fla Dag visit to a Dag Care Centers and C'Ltg Lib’r“a'rg accompanled bg
“Uncle Sam", gBetsg Ross', “Statue of Liber“tg" ,"Geomge Wash'mgtcn" and other
participants. I created a 9-11 table ceremony script to remember and honor the
victims and the heroes of September 11, 2001, and have shared the script with other
units.

I served the Department of Texas as President 2012-2013 and my theme was
"Ser'v'mg with a Song in our Hearts” - that summer, Texas hosted the American Leglon
Famill:J's National Conventions in Houston.

I own MAP TAX SERVICES, a bookkeeping and tax business in Cleburne (since 1981),

Shadg is the oﬂlce mascot and live on Lake G’r“a'nbu'ry in Hood Cou’ntg, Texas with
Shadg HO's mom and sister.

Administrative Assistant at the ALANHQ. I'manage communications, file

organization, document prep, and daily operations. I am currently pursuing a PACE
certification to enhance my administrative professional skills. avid reader, iced cc:ﬁee
enthusiast, and always dreaming of my next beach trip (more than likely to Flori a).

www.alaforveterans.org
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As we get readg to get to work ]tor the 2026-2027 administrative
year, we know that 9ovem'mg documents will help us along the
way. To be “A Beacon For Veterans” we will need to use our
Constitution and Bglaws to ensure we are wo*r"kifng as a team with
a goal in mind.

Constitution Dag ls Thu'rvsdag September 17 2026. This daH
celebrates the day in 1787 when Ielegates to the Constitutional
Convention si.g*neciJ the United States Constitution in Philadelphia.
July 4th marks our independence, but September 17t marks the
(éﬁicial creation o]c the ]cede'r"al government and its structure. The

onstitution still 9uides our country to this dcu:J. Like our Great
Nation, our organization has grown and changed over the years
requir'mg amendments to our 9ovem'm9 documents.

While Constitution Day is celebrated on September 17t you can
encourage your Depcnvt'ments and Units to review and learn their
Constitution and Bylaws in fun ways throughout the year. Games
like jeopa'rdg, b'mgo, puzzles, and trivia are ftm ways to get
members involved with Constitution and Bylaws. To get your
Junior Members involved you could challenge them to memorize
the p'rveamble and give them a p*r"ize when theg are able to recite it.

The Constitution and Bglaws Committee is alwags here to help and
answer your questions.

Editor/Author fo*r this issue is Leslie Ginther

www.alaforveterans.org
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Give 20 to Education

Every ALA member
can get involved
with 2026-2027

Give 20 to Education.

The ALA’s Give 20 to Education LEARN
program collects needed items MORE

in mulitiples of 20 — 20 notebooks,
20 rulers, 20 glue sticks,

or anything a school may need.

www.ALAforVeterans.org/scholarships | Education@ALAforVeterans.org
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DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS
TEXAS BLUEBONNET GIRLS STATE

)4

THE 2027 SESSION OF ALA TEXAS BLUEBONNET GIRLS STATE WILL BE HELD AT
TEXAS LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY IN SEGUIN, TEXAS.
DATES: SUNDAY, JUNE 13, 2027 THROUGH SATURDAY, JUNE 19, 2027

GS INFORMATION WILL BE DISTRIBUTED TO ALA UNITS AND SCHOOLS IN LATE

FALL, 2026. PLEASE READ THE INFORMATION CAREFULLY AS SOME OF THE RULES

AND DATES HAVE CHANGED. PLEASE BE SURE THAT THE INFORMATION GETS TO
THE GS CONTACT AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE.

IT IS NOT TOO EARLY TO CONTACT SCHOOLS ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF SENDING
YOUNG LADIES TO THIS OUTSTANDING PROGRAM. ALSO, GET YOUR FUNDING IN
ORDER SO THAT YOU WILL BE ABLE TO RESERVE SPOTS AS EARLY AS FEBRUARY

2027.
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Department of Texas
2026-2027 \\{

American Legion Auxiliary Department of Texas
Leadership Committee

We are happy to present numerous training opportunities that you can incorporate in your Unit. In addition,
throughout the year we will post training opportunities through our Facebook page and the Department
Bulletin. We will let you know when webinars are posted and be on the lookout for the new and improved
ALA training tool that is being developed and will be included in the ALA Academy website on the National

page.
Our trainings will include, but are not limited to:

¢ Responsibilities of Various Offices

o Constitution, Bylaws, and Standing Rules

e Compliance

e Ceremonies and Protocols

e Conflict Resolution/mentoring/team building
e Parliamentary Procedures

e ALA Programs

¢ Navigating Technology

To help us better plan and provide the training that best meets your needs, we ask that all requests for
Leadership Committee training be submitted in writing by email to the Department Leadership Chair.

Submitting your request by email ensures that all the details are captured accurately, allows us to coordinate
speakers and resources, and helps us respond to your request in a timely manner.

Please include:

+ Unit, District, or Division requesting the training

* Preferred topic(s)

* Desired date(s)

* Location or meeting format (in person or virtual)

» Contact person's name, phone number, and email

» Any additional information that would help us tailor the training to your members.

We look forward to working with you and helping make your leadership event a success!

Donna Dillard Carlene Ashworth Christine Trahan Teresa Simmons-Copeland
15t Div, Chair 2"d Dijy, Liaison 3rd Diy, Liaison 4th Dy, Liaison

105 Pawnee Trail 2619 Norman St. 6420 Tyler Cir. 2513 Valley Rancheros St
Lake Kiowa 76240 Pasadena 77506 Lumberton 77657 Mission 78574
threedtexas@gmail.com carlene@flash.net Christinet2121@yahoo.com tscunit37 @gmail.com

903-870-8770 713-418-9518 409-658-8629 956-533-7841



Keep reading
to discover how you can be the leader everyone wants to follows!

Raise awareness of ALA leadership development opportunities.

Attend American Legion Auxiliary Mission Training:

o Watch for event announcements in Auxiliary magazine, ALA emails, and social media for dates
and locations.

o After Mission Training, share the information you received with your unit, district/county, and
department.

Attend leadership conferences/workshops within your district/department.
Participate in ALA Academy courses.
Be aware of ALA leadership opportunities in your community:
o Speak to other community organizations about veterans’ support.
o Speak to high schools about veterans to develop your own leadership abilities.
ALA Unit Member of the Year:

o Nominate a fellow unit member for Unit Member of the Year.

o Open to senior members who are not currently, nor have ever been, in an elected or appointed
role higher than unit president.

o Follow your department’s procedures for submitting nominations — Units will submit their Unit
Member of the Year candidate to the Past President Parlay Chair by or before the May deadline
set in the PPP Program Engagement Plan. The PPP Chair will judge all entries and submit the
Department winner to National vial the on-line submission form by the June 1 deadline.

Leadership Tips to Get Started
o Tips that you can take back to your Units to initiate

= Members participate in a mock meeting to gain experience leading a meeting.

= A member shares a leadership idea at each meeting based upon the Leadership
Committee’s theme of the month.

= Officers are paired with mentors for questions and support — at least quarterly
communication.

= Chairs are partnered with other members to help learn the ALA’s programs.

= Hold one or more community-based programs to build leadership skills.

Promote participation in the ALA Academy.
o Gotothe ALA Academy.
o Available courses include many topics — leadership, communications, mission outreach, etc.

Enhance knowledge about ALA history, programs, and organization.
o Attend district/department training sessions/workshops.
o Participate in Mission Training — this is a one-day, interactive conference geared toward
learning more about the ALA’s core programs and deliver our mission.
o Download/purchase and become familiar with the:
Unit Guide Book
Constitution & Bylaws
Department Operations Guide
Parliamentary Procedures
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2026 - 2027 DEPARTMENT GOALS & MEMBERSHIP AWARDS FOR UNITS

Our Department Membership Committee year-end awards will include certificates for all those
units that make the Department of Texas Goals plus ribbons and a special reward for those units
who achieve 100% membership:
e 50% HOMECOMING - Veterans Day on November 11, 2026
Units reaching this goal will go into a drawing for $100 in the three categories below
e 85% SPRING TRAINING - the National Merit Medallion Membership Deadline on March 15,
2027
Units reaching this goal will go into a drawing for $75 in the three categories below
e 95% PROM - National Poppy Day on May 28, 2027
Units reaching this goal will go into a drawing for S50 in the three categories below
e 100% UNIT TRYOUTS - Independence Day on July 4,2027
Units reaching this goal will go into a drawing for $25 in the three categories below

Ribbons and certificates will be awarded at the Department Convention along with special awards
and cash incentives to assist in working the unit membership program for those units reaching the
highest percentage in their groups.

e Small Group 0 - 25 members

e Medium Group 26 - 100 members

e Large Group 101 -571

YOUR 2025-2026 MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

We are excited and ready for this membership year - if you need our help or if you
have questions or if you just want to vent, please get in touch with us. We’re here
for you!

Division 1 Lisette Johnson lisettefjohnson@aol.com

Division 2 Maria Holmes gooneyd@yahoo.com

Division 3 Leigh-Anne Stewart (Chair) LA@bdrushlaw.com

Division 4 Paula Roberts pkr427@aol.com




ALA Eligibility

A4T 44
kL

Grandchildren

Senrvice)
1193@;. mguﬁm orfActive!




AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS
POPPY PROGRAM

The American Legion Poppy Program supports our mission of service to veterans and military
families. We encourage you to visit our national website at alaforveterans.org for many resources on
the Poppy history. usage. guidelines. resources. and activities. Download the ALA Poppy Guide from
the national website at

https://www.legion-aux.org/cmsdesk/ALA/media/PDF/Guides/ALA PoppyGuide.pdf

This yearthe Department Poppy Committee has afew exciting things planned to promote awareness
ofthe Poppy Story and to serve those who have served us.

POPPY POSTER CONTEST - Guidelines will be in the forthcoming Program Engagement Plan posted
on the ALA website. Units may submit posters based on several grade/age classes (delivered to Dept
Convention forjudging) and we encourage each Unitto have a specialjudging oftheir own, offering a
'prize’ to the winners. Winners at the Dept level will receive a gift card and certificate.

LITTLE MISS POPPY CONTEST - Guidelines forthis will also be in the forthcoming Program
Engagement Plan on the ALA website. Each Unit is encouraged to nominate a "Little Miss Poppy" in
theircommunity who promotes the Poppy program. Submissions will require pictures and a
nomination form detailing her activities. The winnerwilt be determined bythe Poppy Committee and,
if able to attend, presented to the convention in July.

FUND RAISING EFFORTS -We will be selling Poppy t-shirts this year. The orderform is attached here
and wilt be on the website soon. There are 14 designs and 4 colors to pick from. Please pre-order with
the attached form and you can pick your shirt(s) up at Fall DEC in Austin or have them shipped fora
smallfee. Lookforan AMAZING Poppy basketfor raffle at MidWinter!!!

WAYS TO PROMOTE THE POPPY PROGRAM IN YOUR UNIT AND COMMUNITY:

National Poppy Day is May 28, 2027. Hold a special event at your Post and invite the
community to learn about the Poppy and raise funds to support our program.

- Contact local businesses to arrange a Poppy Table and hand out poppies to customers and
visitors. Rememberto put outa Poppy Can tor donations.

- Displaythe Flanders Field posterin your Post and have a special time in a meetingto share the
history ofthe poem.

- Check outthe national website at alaforveterans.org for more resources

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK at "ALA Poppy Program in Texas" and share your AWESOME Poppy activities,
ideas, pictures and stories. We lookforward to a greatyear aswe CHEER EACH
OTHER ON in service to our veterans!

Shay Kuehner (Chair), Division 1, shayl956_@sbcglobal.net 817-300-2043
Brandi Wray, Division 2, brandiwJay2Q2 @_gmail.com

Terisa Garcia, Division 3 tgar ca4 3J.3@y. (bQOc.om

Sabrina Melton, Division 4, sgmelton78@.gmail.com




POPPY COMMITTEE T-SHIRT SALES ORDER FORM

Please fill out in its entirety and scan or text to Brandi Ware at.!:>randiwray2023@gmail.com__ or
682-459-9026. Shirts are Gildan unisex sizes, $30 each. Shipping cost $9 per increments of 5 (1-
5%9, 6-10 $18, etc). Choose from designs on attached page. PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY!

NAME: UNIT#:
ADDRESS: CITY &ZIP:
EMAIL: PHONE:
CHECK ONE:
SHIP TO ADDRESS SHOWN _ _  PICKUP AT DEC/ MIDWINTER/ CONVENTION

:*ghipping cost $9perincrements of S (1-S $9, 6-108$18, etc)

ENTER NUMBER OF SHIRTS ORDERED PER DESIGN, COLOR, AND SIZE
(designs ghown on attached form/ color choices - RED, WHITE, GREV, BLACK):
DESIGN# | COLOR SMALL MEDIUM LARGE X1 ARGE 2XL 3XL

TOTAL NUMBER OF SHIRTS: __ X $30 EACH= $____ +$__ sHipPING (if
applicable)= TOTAL AMOUNT DUE OR ENCLOSED: $

PAYMENT METHOD:

CASH (pick up only) __  VENMO __  INVOICE (sent via Square)
CHECK (payable to Brandi Wray)

**If shipping, all orders must be paid prior to shipping and include shipping charge $9 per
increments of five. Pick-ups may pay in advance or at time of pick-up.

FOR POPPY COMMITTEE USE:

Date Received: Date Shipped:
Picked Up:




PLEASE REVIEW CAREFULLY; CHOSE DESIRED DESIGN BY THE
NUMBER NOTED ABOVE THE DESIGN AND INDICATE IN THE

CORRECT COLUMN ON ORDERE FORM

DESIGN#1 DESIGN#2 DESIGN#3 DESIGN#4 DESIGN#5
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DESIGN#7 DESIGN#B DESIGN#9 DESIGN#10
FOR THOSE WHO LEAVE

NEVER TO RETURN

I-()‘;X ~FTHOSE WHO RETURN

NEVER THE SAME

LEST WE FORGET

DESIGN#11 DESIGN#12




« American Legion Auxiliary
gg Department of Texas

4 VA&R Committee

“ 2026-2027

8 In the spirit of service, not self, the purpose of the VA & R Committee is to promote programs, events
¢ and services that assist and enhance the lives of veterans, their families, their caregivers and their
& survivors, ensuring the best quality of life possible and the continuing honor of their memory.

¢ Key Program Statements:

4 "™ Support the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival

g "® Educate, encourage and enroll ALA members to volunteer at VA health care facilities.

«

«

33 - Recognize, encourage and support the current Texas Deps and Reps.

«

«

g "® Collaborate with organizations that support veterans and their families, such as Wreaths
33 Across America, Honor Flight Inc., and the Military and Veteran Caregiver Network.

«

«

§ "® Look in your community for opportunities to support veterans, their caregivers, their families,
§ and their survivors.

« "® Support The American Legion’s Be the One mission.

« There are a number of resources listed on the Program Engagement Plan
« to help your unit engage in the VA&R program.

How does your unit support our veterans? Do you have a special
event that you would like to promote?

Is your unit hosting an event to commemorate POW/MIA Day, Sep 18th?

Share with us, like us and follow us at https://www.facebook.com/ALAVARTX/ 4

In the coming months a lot of activities are planned and we would love for you ¢
to join us. By following us on Facebook you can keep up to date.

2026-2027 Head Cheerleaders

4 Division1 Lynda Sutton 817-296-2458 Lyndasutton72yahoo.com

“«

§ Division 2 Licia Kim 979-676-2227 Liciakim.alatexas@gmail.com
33 Division 3 Rosie Cherry 210-287-5841 rronrosie@aol.com

! Division 4 Myra Cooper  917-549-3594 Myracooperii@yahoo.com



mailto:rronrosie@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/ALAVARTX/
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	As we get ready to get to work for the 2026-2027 administrative year, we know that governing documents will help us along the way. To be “A Beacon For Veterans” we will need to use our Constitution and Bylaws to ensure we are working as a team with a goal in mind.
	Constitution Day is Thursday September 17, 2026. This day celebrates the day in 1787 when delegates to the Constitutional Convention signed the United States Constitution in Philadelphia. July 4th marks our independence, but September 17th marks the official creation of the federal government and its structure.  The Constitution still guides our country to this day. Like our Great Nation, our organization has grown and changed over the years requiring amendments to our governing documents.
	While Constitution Day is celebrated on September 17th you can encourage your Departments and Units to review and learn their Constitution and Bylaws in fun ways throughout the year. Games like jeopardy, bingo, puzzles, and trivia are fun ways to get members involved with Constitution and Bylaws. To get your Junior Members involved you could challenge them to memorize the preamble and give them a prize when they are able to recite it.
	The Constitution and Bylaws Committee is always here to help and answer your questions.
	Editor/Author for this issue is Leslie Ginther
	www.alaforveterans.org
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