AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS
POPPY PROGRAM

PROGRAM ENGAGEMENT PLAN 2026-2027

Most of us know the story of the Poppy flower and the Flanders Field poem, we've seen the poster
contests, and maybe aven a Little Miss Poppy contest. but do you really know what the Poppy
Program Is and why it is 50 important to our mission?777?

Purpese: The purpose of the Poppy Program is to educate ALA members and the public on the
significance of tha Poppy and the program’s financial benefit for vaterans, military, and their
tamilies. (Standing Rules #8, Natlonal Committeas - Mission Outroach).

Story: The Poppy became the memonal flower of the American Legion Family on September 27,
1920. The red flower eoverning the battlefields of WWI inspirad Lt. Col. John McRae to write the
infamous poem “In Flanders Feld® honoring soldiers killed in that war. It continues to symbolize 1o
sacrifice of all who have worn our nation's unitorm,

There are many ways to promote and support the Poppy Program. Units are required to send 33 1/3
of all poppy proceeds to Department for VARR purposes. All funds donated to the Poppy Program
or raised by your Unit must be used in strict accordance with the Poppy Guidelines. You can
download a copy from the national website at hitps://membedlegion-
nusargfemsdosk/ala’modin/PDR/Guides/ALA Poppy Guide.pd!, Bolow ore a lew Ideas to work in
your Unit - be sure and post your events and plctures on our Facebook page at ALA Poppy Program
in Texas.

National Poppy Menth & Poppy Day - May is National Poppy Month and the Friday before Mamorial
Day is Nauonal Poppy Day (May 28, 2027). Hold an event at your Post, create a “poppy lable®,
purchase a copy of the In Flanders Field poster for your Post, or hand out coloring books or other
resources available lor download from the national website v alaforveterans.org. Have a table
outside local establishments with information and hand out Poppies for donations. Donation can
“wraps” are available on the national website also.

Poppy Poster Contest - Rules and cover sheet are attached. Pleasa fill out ALL documentation
completely - incomplete entries will not be accepted. Winners in each category will receive a gift
card and certificate. In order to submit a winner to National by their deadline for a possibla
award, all posters must be sent to Poppy Chair NO LATER THAN MAY 1, 2027. All entries will
recene o recognition certificata and ribbon.

Poppy Ambassador Contest (formerly Little Miss Poppy) Contest rules are attached. Like the
Poster Contest, submissions must be sent to the Poppy Chair NO LATER THAN MAY 1, 2027 in
order to meet the deadline for a National submission and possible award. Department winner
will ba recognized at tha Dept Convention.



Foppy Program of the Year - We love to recognize our Units hard work so0 be sure and submitl &
nammative to the Poppy Program no later than May 15, 2027. It doesn't have to be fancy - just letus
know what your Unit did this year and include pictures. Best Program Narmative will win a prize!

Poppy T-Shirts - we have Poppy t-shirts available lor sale with several awesome deslgns to choose
from. The order form and designs form are attached. Contact Brandi Wray for all orders or
guestions at brandiwray2023@gmail.com.

Most Programs of the American Lagion Auxiliary cross each other — meaning the activities can be
reported in more than one program. Consider sharing your steries not only on our Facebook page
but also Public Relations, VALR, Americanism. Community Service, otc. A listwith links is availablae
on the Department page at Amarican Legion Auxiliary Department of Texas.

Join us as we Cheer lor our Veterans, Military Families, and Communities this year and suppaort

those who have served our nation and their families. We are here to help - please reach out il we
can be of assistance......

YOUR Poppy Committee Cheer Squad!!!

Shay Kuehner (Chair), Division 1 B17-300-2043 Shay1956@sbcglobal.net
Brandi Wray, Division 2 682-459-9026 brandiwray2023@gmailL.com
Terisa Garcia, Division 3 tgarciad313@yahoo.com
Sabrina Melton, Division 4 sgmelton78@gmail.com




Poppy Poster Contest Rules

Units shall sponsor contests in local schools. When schools do not conduct activities,
other youth groups — including Junior members — may participate under direct
supanvision of the unit.

Contest Classes

= Class : Grades 2and 3
=Classll: Grades 4and 5

* Class lll: Grades 6 and 7
=Class V: Grades Band 9

= Class V: Grades 10 and 11

= Class VI: Grade 12

* Class Vil: Students with special needs defined as:

0. Those in special education classes.

b. Astudent recommended for special education classes but who has not been
admitted due to a waiting list or vanous other factors,

c. Achild identified as having a disability, but not in a special education class due to
lack of facilities; Idantification contingoent upon discretion of school officials.

Poppy Postar Requirements

1. Each poster shall have a fitting slogan not to excead 10 words. Articlas "a”", “and,”

“an®, “the" ara not to bo countod as words. The words “buddy” and “buy” cannot bo
usad,

2. The words "American Legion Awdliary™ must be used in the design of the poster and
will not be counted in the 10-word count.

3. Each poster must include a red poppy.

4. The poster shall be on 11"x14" poster board. (Drawing paper will not be accepted).

3. The United States flag may be used as long as there are no infractions of the flag
code.

6. Postorswill be judged using the following criterin:

» 505 - poster appeal (layoul, message, onginality)
= 40% - artistic ability (design and coler)

= 10% - neatnoess



7. Media used shall be watercolors, crayons, powder or oil paint, handmade paper
cutouls, ink or textures, acrylics, pencils, and markers.

B. Written in ink on the back of tha poster shall be the class inwhich the entry is
submitted, the name, address, age, and grade of the contestant and the namea of the
department. The Cover Sheet should also be completed and included with the
submission.

9. The poster shall be tho original work of only one student. Use of Al, templates, or
pre-produced artwork s not permitted.

10. The label *In Memoriam"” from the veteran-made poppy may not be used.

11. Winners will be notified via USPS by the American Legion Auxiliary National
Headquarters.

12. Submissions become property of the American Legion Auxiliary. Through
submission of artwork, contestants and their legal guardians grant non-exclusive
reproduction and publication rights to the works submitted and agree to have their
names and artwork published for commercial use without additional compensation
or parmission.

Poppy Poster Contest Judging and Awards

1. Each department shall establish its own procedure for judging and determine tha
closing date of their units’ contests.

2. Unit members shall follow deadlines and procoss for the department. All
department entries are due to the Division chairman by June 1.

3. Acitation will be given for the most outstanding poster in each classification within
tha liva divisions.

4. While ALA representatives will do their best to return all posters, itis nol
guaranteed. We recommend participants take a picture or scan their postar for their
records.

5. Submissions become property of the American Legion Auxiliary. Through
submission of arowork, contestants and their legal guardians grant nonaxclusive
repreduction and publication rights to the works submitted and agree to have their
names and artwork published for commercial use without additional compensation
or parmission.

American Legion Auxiliary National Headquarters: 3450 Founders Road, Indianapolis, IN
462681334 | P: (317) 569-4500 | F: (317) 569-4502

ALAHQ@EALAforVaterans.org | www.ALATorVaterans. org | www.ALAFoundation.org
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POPPY POSTER CONTEST

COVER SHEET

Each year, the American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) sponsors a Poppy Poster Contest for sludends in
grades 2-12, ncludemg students with special needs, Grade lovets arg dieded into seven classes. One
award in aach of the soven clinnes will bo presontod in 6ach drision, Winnars will reco's

£50 ond o $%0 donulion in thy student’s name will be mada (o the Children of Warrors Nalional
Presidents’ Scholarshap fund. Nabonal winners will be posted al www ALAfA sterans org ofier

national conventian,

Poster Classes:

Chlass

Grade Lavel
2and 3

__4.‘]:'1115 !
Bang 7
8 and9

10 and 11

Class compating in;

12
Sludenis wilh
sposal nocds

Sporsoring ALA wnil;
Dz ke for student 1o relum o ALA unit
To Be Completed by the Student/Parant:

Student Momie:

Address (Streel, Cily, Stale, Zipl;

e

.E-rruil Address:

| | R N T e

School Mome:
CityfStale of School:

Parent or Teacher Mome and Signature:

Auxiliary Uso Only (Must bo completed for entry to be considered.):

Sponaoring Unid NameMNumbar

Signature of Unit Poppy Chairman/President

Uirnit wemirieer due 1o Departmenl on;

Deparimenl

Signature of Deparment Chalmman:

Dupariment winner due fo National Poppy Divizsion Chaimman by June 1




National Poppy Ambassador (Ages 6-12)

Natlonal Poppy Ambassador award submissions are submitted eleclronically to address
postage and material cost considerations. Please refer to the rules below for submission
requirements and deadline information.

« Participant must be between 6 and 12 years of age as of June 1and be a Junior
member in good standing of the American Legion Auxiliary.

« Promotional activity of the poppy story must occur through The American Legion,
the American Legion Auxiliary, and the community during the timespan of May 1 of
the current year to April 30 of the following year.

« For National Poppy Ambassador consideration, participant must submit a National
Poppy Ambassador Award electronic application with supporting documentation.

= All entries are due by 5 p.m. onJune 1,

= Inaddition to the information on the award application, please include
documentation on the criteria below. Accepted formats are Word document, Google
Slides, or .pdl. PowerPaint presentations may also be uploaded via Googles Slides.
For more information on Google Slides, please
visit hitps:/fwww.google.com/slides/about/.

Criteria for judging National Poppy Ambassador entries:

« The memorial poppy must be visible in all promotion and publicity submitted.
= There Iz no specific dress code or dress color for the National Poppy Ambassador.
= Promotion of the Poppy Program: YWhat did you share and do?
« Publicity of poppy activities [newspapers, radio/TV, etc.).
« Submitted file must include the following information (both pictures and
descriptions)

o 'What | learned during my time as a Poppy Ambassador?

» How | shared the story of the poppy with my community?

o WWhat does the poppy mean to me?

n - What activities did | attend to promate the poppy and its meaning?
= Age-appropriate originality with conslderations for neatness and creativity.

The National Peppy Ambassador(age 6-12) winner may be invited to the ALA National
Convention immediately following their salection, and it they so choose, will travel at their
W BXpense

[ he winner of the National Poppy Ambassador conlest will receive a citation plaque.



POPPY COMMITTEE T-SHIRT SALES ORDER FORM

Please fill out in its entirety and s¢an or text to Brandi Ware at brandreray2023Egmailcom or

682-459-2026. Shirts are Gildan unisex sizes, $30 cach. Shipping cost $9 per increments of 5 (1-

559,6-10518, etc). Choose from designs on attached page. PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY!

NAME: [uNITE:
ADDRESS: | CITY & ZIP:
EMAI: I | PHONE: -
CHEGK ONE:
SHIPFTO ADDRESS SHOWN PICK UP AT DEC /f MIDWINTER f CONVENTION

**Shipping cost $9 per increments of 5 (1-5 $9, 6-10 $18, erc)

ENTER NUMBER OF SHIRTS ORDERED PER DESIGN, COLOR, AND SIZE
[designs shown on attached form f color choicas - RED, WHITE, GREY, BLACK):
DESIGM & | COLOR | SMALL ML LARGE E-LARGE 2AL JxL

e ¢ e e—— B =

| TOTALNUMBER OF SHIRTS: X $30EAGH=§____ +5 SHIPPING (if
applicable) = TOTAL AMOUNT DUE OR ENCLOSED: $ ey

PAYMENT METHOD:

___CASH (pick up only) VENMO INVOICE [sent via Sguara)
_ CHECK [payable 1o Brandi Wray)

**if shipping, all orders must be paid prier to shipping and includae shipping charge $9 per
increments of five. Pick-ups may pay in advance or ot time of pick-up.

FOR POPPY COMMITTEE LISE-
Diate Reconeod:
Picked Up:

Date Shipped: o i




PLEASE REVIEW CAREFULLY; CHOSE DESIRED DESIGN BY THE
NUMBER NOTED ABOVE THE DESIGN AND INDICATE IN THE
CORRECT COLUMN ON ORDERE FORM

DESIGN #2 DESIGN #3

DESIGN #6

MEVER THE SAME

LEST WE FOFRGET

DESIGN #11 DESIGN 12 DESIGN 212 DESIGN #14
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