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AUXILIARY 2027 CONTEST RULES

The American Legion Auxiliary’s Americanism Essay Contest is for students in grades 3-12,

including students with special needs, divided into six classes. One award in each class will

be presented in each division. Winners will receive a 550 check, and a 550 donation in the
student’s name will be made to the Spirit of Youth Scholarship Fund.

Essay Title:
How can you be a beacon of light for our veterans?

Essay Classes:

Class Grade Level Waord Requirement*

I 3and 4 150-250

Il 5and & 250-300

I 7 and 8 350-400

v 9and 10 450-500

W 11 and 12 450-500

VI Students with spedial needs Word count should correspond with student’s grade lewvel

1. The Americanism Essay Contest cover sheet must be filled out legibly and completely.
Failure to do so will result in disqualification.

2. Departments (states) will determine the deadline for the local unit contests.

3. Essays will be due from the state department chairs to the Americanism Division chairs
by April 15.

4. Essays received after the contest deadline will not be accepted.

5. Submissions become property of the American Legion Auxiliary. Through submission of
an essay, contestants and their legal guardians grant non-exclusive reproduction and
publication rights to the works submitted and agree to have their names and writing
published for commercial use without additional compensation or permission.

6. The essay shall be the work of only one individual.

7. Use of Al in writing essays is not allowed. Essays will be checked for use of Al. Any essay
determined to be 30% or more Al written will be disqualified.

8. Essays will be scored using the following rubric:
* Word Count: Spts.
* Cover Sheet: Spts.
e Topic/Theme — Does the Essay Answer the Topic Question?: 25pts.
e Content — Original Thought: 25pts.
& Grammar: 10pts.
s Clarity/Coherence: 10pts.
* Organization — Introduction, Body, and Conclusion: 10pts.
e Correct Word Usage: 10pts.

THE DECISION OF THE JUDGES SHALL BE FINAL.
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AUXILIARY 2027 COVER SHEET

The American Legion Auxiliary’s Americanism Essay Contest is for students in grades 3-12,

including students with special needs, divided into six classes. One award in each class will

be presented in each division. Winners will receive a 550 check, and a 550 donation in the
student’s name will be made to the Spirit of Youth Scholarship Fund.

Essay Title:
How can you be a beacon of light for our veterans?

Essay Classes:

Class Grade Level Word Requirement®
| 3and 4 150-250
Il Sand 6 250-300
1] Jand 8 350-400
) 9 and 10 450-500
W 11 and 12 450-500

Wi Students with spedial needs Word count should correspond with student’s grade level

THE DECISION OF THE JUDGES SHALL BE FINAL.

Essay Checklist:

Class competing in

Sponsoring ALA unit

Typed or neatly written essay conforming to the word requirement for class
Completed essay cover sheet as first page of essay

Word count of essay

Due date for student to return to ALA unit

I

To be completed by the student and parent/guardian:
* Please write legibly in ink.

Student Name:

Parent/Guardian Name:

Address (Street, City, State, ZIP):

Student or Parent/Guardian Email Address:

Phone:

Parent/Guardian Mame and Signature:

School Name:

Teacher Mame:

School City/State:

Auxiliary Use Only (Must be completed for entry to be considered.)
Sponsoring Unit Name/Number:

Signature of Unit Americanism Chair:
Unit Winner Due to Department on; March 15, 2027 Department: | €Xas
Signature of Depariment Chair:

Department Winner Due 1o National Americanism Division Chair| April 15, 2027




AMERICANISM ESSAY CONTEST
Understanding This Year's Essay Theme Grades 3-4

“How can you be a beacon of light for our veterans?”
KEEPING IT SIMPLE

What does the question mean?

A beacon is a light that helps guide people. A lighthouse is one example. Being a “beacon of light” for a veteran means
doing something that brings kindness, appreciation, encouragement, or friendship to a veteran.

Think about it

* Who is a veteran? « Why should we thank and remember veterans? « What is one thing YOU could do to make a veteran
feel special or appreciated? « How could a small act of kindness make a difference?

You could write about...

Writing a thank-you note - Visiting or talking with a veteran « Listening to a veteran’s story « Helping a veteran « Taking
part in Veterans Day activities « Learning about veterans « Showing respect for our country

Sentence starters

“To me, being a beacon of light means...” “One way | can be a light for a veteran is...” “I think this is important because...”

“I would want a veteran to know...”
Remember: There is no single right answer. Think about what being a light for a veteran means to YOU.

AMERICANISM ESSAY CONTEST
Understanding This Year's Essay Theme Grades 5-6

“How can you be a beacon of light for our veterans?”
UNDERSTANDING THE IDEA

What does “beacon of light” mean?

A beacon is a light that helps people find their way. In this essay, it is a way of describing how your actions can help a
veteran feel appreciated, remembered, encouraged, or supported.

Think about it

* What have veterans done for our country? « What sacrifices might they or their families have made? « What can a young
person do to show genuine appreciation? « Why can small acts of kindness matter? Possible directions

You might write about something you have done, something you would like to do, or an idea that schools and
communities could use to support veterans.

Sentence starters

“When | hear the words ‘beacon of light,’ | think of...” “Veterans deserve our appreciation because...” “l can be a beacon

of light by...” “This would make a difference because...” Remember: There is no single right answer. Think about what being
a light for a veteran means to YOU.



AMERICANISM ESSAY CONTEST
Understanding This Year's Essay Theme Grades 7-8

“How can you be a beacon of light for our veterans?”
FROM KINDNESS TO ACTION

Look beyond the words

A beacon does more than shine. It can guide, encourage, reassure, and give hope. Think about how your actions could
make a real difference in the life of a veteran.

Think about it

* What does a veteran give up or sacrifice through military service? « What might a veteran need from a community after
serving? « What can students do—not just say—to show appreciation? « How could your school, family, or community be
a light for veterans?

Build your own idea

Choose one or more actions that matter to you. Explain WHY they would help. A strong essay can include a personal
experience, an example, or a specific idea for making a difference.

Sentence starters

“Being a beacon of light for our veterans means more than simply saying ‘thank you’ because...” “One way young people
can make a difference is...” “This matters to veterans because...” “If more people did this, | believe...”

Remember: There is no single right answer. Think about what being a light for a veteran means to YOU.

AMERICANISM ESSAY CONTEST
Understanding This Year's Essay Theme Grades 9-10

“How can you be a beacon of light for our veterans?”

THINKING ABOUT SERVICE AND RESPONSIBILITY

Look deeper

The phrase “beacon of light” can represent gratitude, hope, encouragement, respect, and support. Consider what
responsibility individuals and communities have toward those who have served.

Questions to consider

* What sacrifices do veterans make for others? « What challenges can veterans face after military service? « What does
meaningful appreciation look like? « How can young people support veterans in practical ways? « What could schools and
communities do better? Develop your argument

Choose an idea you believe would make a meaningful difference. Explain your reasoning, give examples, and consider
the effect your actions could have on veterans and on the people around you.

Sentence starters

“To me, being a beacon of light for veterans means...” “Our responsibility to veterans should include...” “One meaningful

way | can help is...” “The impact of this action could be...”
Remember: There is no single right answer. Think about what being a light for a veteran means to YOU.



AMERICANISM ESSAY CONTEST
Understanding This Year's Essay Theme Grades 11-12

“How can you be a beacon of light for our veterans?”
FROM GRATITUDE TO PURPOSE

Consider the bigger picture

A beacon of light can symbolize guidance, hope, recognition, and a reminder that someone is not forgotten. Consider
what it means for a generation that has not served in the military to honor and support those who have.

Questions to consider

* What do veterans' sacrifices make possible for others? « What responsibilities do citizens have toward veterans? « What
does genuine support look like beyond ceremonies and words? « How can young people influence their schools and
communities? » What specific action could you take, and why would it matter? Make your essay your own

You do not need to choose the biggest or most impressive idea. Choose something you believe in and explain it
thoughtfully. Use examples, personal observations, or experiences to show why your idea would make a difference.
Possible openings

“A beacon of light is not simply a source of brightness; it is a source of...” “When a nation asks its citizens to serve, it also
creates a responsibility to...” “I believe the most meaningful way | can be a beacon of light for veterans is...” “Being a

beacon of light requires more than gratitude because...”
Remember: There is no single right answer. Think about what being a light for a veteran means to YOU.



